CHATTERIS  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF 

THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR 


OF, 


THE  YEAR  ENDED 


9 


1 


AmUAL  REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HK/ILTH 
for  the  year  ending  51st  DECEMBER,  1961 „ 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  CHATTERIS  URBAJM  DISTRICT  COUNCIL: 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  upon 
the  vital  statistics  and  sanitary  work  of  your  District  for  the 
year  ending  31 st  December,  1961. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

ESTIMATED  POPULATION  - mid  1961  - 5s520„ 

BIRTH  RATE 


The  birth  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  showed  a slight 
increase,  being  15.942  as  against  12,37  in  1960, 

There  was  one  still  birth  during  the  year. 

GENERAL  DEATH  RATE 


The  death  rate  for  1 961  was  11.956  per  thousand  of  the 
population,  compared  with  13.45  in  1960.  The  total  number  of 
deaths  in  the  Urban  District  during  1961  was  66,  whereas  in  196O 
it  v/as  71  • For  comparison  I have  set  out  below  death  rates  as 
previously  reported. 
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NATURAL  INCREASE  OF  THE  POPULATION 

Diarlng  1 96I  the  number  of  births  exceeded  the  number  of  deaths 
by  22,  _r-  1960  total  deaths  exceeded  tot'l  births  by  2, 


I-TEANT  MORTAL  I TY 


The  death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  thousand 
live  births  was  34.09s  compared  v/ith  28,98  in  i960.  The  total 
number  of  deaths  v/as  3 in  1 96I  , 2 in  i960,  and  3 in  1959, 

HEALTH  SERVICES  AND  PREVENT I^7E  MEDICINE  IN  THE  AREA 

STAFF  : One  part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

One  part-time  Public  Health  Inspector 


* 


HOME  HEALTH  SERVICE 


2 


There  are  two  full-time  Midwives,  who  are  also  Health  Visitors  „ 
One  had  already  been  appointed,  the  other  commenced  Autumn  i 96I . 
There  is  close  co-operation  between  the  two  General  Practitioners 
and  the  Health  Visitors.  Patients  discharged  from  Hospital  are 
only  followed  up  by  the  Health  Visitors  if  there  is  just  reason. 

The  liaison  between  the  Hospitals  and  the  Health  Visitors  is 
very  satisfactory. 

The  Home  Help  Service  is  very  good. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 

There  is  no  local  health  education  beyond  that  provided  by 
the  National  Press,  radio  and  television. 

?.S:NTi\L  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Mental  Health  Services  are  adequately  covered  by  the 
Mental  Health  Officers  from  County  Hall,  March,  One  experienced 
Officer  is  appointed  for  Chatteris,  and  he  is  backed  up  by  reserve 
officers,  so  that  a complete  Eli- -hour  service  is  provided, 

CHIROPCDY  SERVICE 


There  is  a private  chiropody  service,  provided  by  the  local 
chemist.  Old-age  pensioners  need  only  pay  a very  small 
percentage  of  the  fee  because  they  are  subsidized  by  the  'Good 
Companions’ . This  is  a local  voluntary  body  which  entertains  and 
helps  to  provide  for  the  over-65' s, 

AITTZ-I^TAL  CARE 

An.  .'jite-n^tal  Clinic  is  held  weekly,  run  by  the  local  Medical 
Practitioners  assisted  by  the  District  Midwives,  Each  case  is  seen 
monthly  and  near  termination  fortnightly  and  even  weekly.  In 
addition  domiciliary  visits  are  made  by  the  midwives.  Abnormal 
cases  are  suitably  attended  and,  if  necessary,  referred  to  Hospitals 
at  Wisbech  and  Cambridge  for  advice  and/or  further  treatment. 

In  addition  March  and  Ely  provide  Nursing-Home  facilities 
for  normal  confinements.  The  liaison  between  these  homes  and  the 
General  Practitioners  is  very  much  better  than  it  used  to  be. 

THE  IW.TIOILIL  HE/.LTH  SERVICE 

This  is  provided  by  two  Medical  Practitioners  and  conducted  in 
a modern  self-contained  building.  They  are  aided  by  a nurse 
assistant  who  can  carry  out  emergency  dressings  and  assist  at  minor 
s^urgery.  The  Ambulance  Service  is  exceptionally  good.  Hospitals 
at  Doddington,  Wisbech  and  Cambridge  provide  good  institutional 
treatment.  Fortunately  for  m.ost  cases  there  are  no  long  waiting- 
lists  and  acute  emergencies  are  always  accepted  promptly, 

CHILD  GUIDAJTOS 

There  is  a Child  Guidance  Centre  at  Addenbrooke’ s Hospital, 
Cambridge,  from  v;hich  advice  can  be  sought  in  difficult  cases  of 
emotional  or  behaviour  aberrations, 

SANITARY  CIPCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  /JlE/i 


WALTER  SUPPLY 

Wisbech  and  District  Water  Board  is  the  Statutory  A.uthority, 
and  a piped  mains  supply  from  Marham,  Norfolk,  is  provided  to 
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1726  houses  directly,  whilst  137  houses  are  only  supplied  by  stand- 
pipes, The  remaining  houses  in  the  outlying  rural  area  have  no 
piped  supply.  The  houses  which  are  only  supplied  hy  standpipes 
are  mainly  in  poor  structural  condition  and  provide  some  guide  as 
to  the  possible  size  of  any  Blum  clearance  scheme  which  may  be 
envisaged , 

It  is  essential  that  piped  mains  supply  should  be  afforded  to 
the  outlying  districts  of  the  area  as  soon  as  possible,  not  only 
to  continue  to  attract  workers  to  the  fen  area  but  also  to  provide 
a satisfactory  standard  of  health  and  amenity, 

PUBLIC  CLEAITSING 

Direct  labour  collection  has  resulted  in  the  work  executed 
reaching  a higher  standard. 

The  labour  shortage  hampers  work  at  the  Refuse  Dump,  but  the 
situation  here  is  generally  becoming  more  satisfactory. 


Rli^RS  AM)  STREAMS 


There  are  no  natural  rivers  or  streams  within  the  Urban  Area. 
Th-'  town  is  situated  on  a layer  of  Kimmeridge  clay  thrown  up  and 
forming  high  land  above  the  fen.  The  rainfall  in  the  area  has 
always  gravitated  on  the  east  and  west  sides  into  the  low-lying 
fens.  This  outfall  is  intercepted  by  the  artificial  ’’cuts"  and 
"rivers"  made  some  three  hundred  years  ago  when  the  fens  were 
reclaimed , 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

This  is  strictly  on  the  water  carriage  system  in  the  Urban 

Area . 

SCHOOLS 


The  schools  are  all  supplied  with  piped  water,  and  the 
ger_eral  sanitary  conditions  are  satisfactory, 

SE-.YAGB  DISPOSi\L 


Both  Acre  Fen  and  Nightlayer  Pumping  Stations  are  going  well. 


I am,  Mr,  Chairman  and  Members, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Estimated  population,  mid-1 96I  = 5y520. 
Comparability  Factors:  Births  1,00;  Deaths  0.99 


Male  Female  Total 


Live  births  - legitimate  . 

Live  births  - illegitimate  , . . . . . 

Live  birth  rate  per  thousand 

population  = 15.9U2 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of 

total  live  births  = 2,27 

s l/IlII  'bart^^s 

Still  birth  rate  per  thousand  live 

and  still  births  =11  .23 
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i:~FART  DEATHS 


Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age 
Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  old 
Deaths  of  infants  under  1 week  old 
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LTTFART  MORTALITY  RATE 

Total  infant  deaths  per  thousand  live  births  = 34.09 
Irifant  deaths  per  thousand  live  births,  legitimate  = 22,7 
Infant  deaths  per  thousand  live  births,  illegitimate  = 11.36 
Leo-natal  mortality  rate  (under  1 month)  per  thousand 

live  births  = 34.09 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (under  1 week)  per 

thousand  live  births  = 34.09 

P^E -RATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 

Combined  still  births  and  deaths  under  1 week  per  thousand 

live  and  still  births  = 45.45 
I'aternal  mortality  rate,  including  abortions  = Nil 
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DEiVTHS 


The  chief  causet 
DisQace  . 
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of  death  were 


Male 


Female  Total 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . . . . o , 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ...... 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  „ , . o . o , 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasm 
Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system o » 
Coronary  disease  and  angina  . » . . = 

Other  heart  diseases , „ o « . » « o = 

Other  circulatory  diseases « . « » . . 

Pneumonia  » . . . . . » » . « » » . 

Bronchitis.  . ........  .o.  . 

Nepliritis  and  neplirosis . 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ....... 

Congenital  malformations.  ...... 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

b 'u  1 o r d.  e . ........ooe... 


Totals 


Death  rate  per  thousand  population  = 11.956 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Measles.  ..... 
Scarlet  fever.  . . 
Chicken  pox.  . . . 
V/ho oping  cough  . . 
Infective  hepatitis 
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SUM?/iAEY  OF  FOOD  INSPECTIONS 

12^. 


Niimljer  of  Food  Pr emis e s 


Cafes  2 
Hotels  2 
Milk  Producers  3 
Milk  Retailers  3 
Bakers  3 


Fishmongers  4 
Grocers  18 
Butchers  6 
Greengrocers  8 


Number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  1 6 of  the  Food 
and  . Brugs  Act,  1955o  and  number  of  Dairies  registered  under 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 


Ice  Cream  Retailers  20 
Ice  Cream  Producers  1 
Sausage  Producers  7 
Number  of  Dairies  3 


Number  of  Inspections  of  Registered  Pood  Premises  972 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Pood  Premises  including  above  1547 


Disposal  of  Condemned  Food 

Condemned  food  is  disposed  of  by  burning  in  the  refuse 
incinerators  except  for  large  articles  and  tinned  foods 
v/hich  are  normally  buried  with  four  feet  of  cover  and 
surrounded  with  a nine-inch  layer  of  guick-lime. 


Condemned  Food 


The  total  quantity  of  food  condemned  during  the  year  is 
as  under : - 


a)  Fresh  Meat 

Pork 

Beef 

Mutton 

b)  Tinned  Poods 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


j Cattle  1 

; |exc lading  ! Gov;s 

! i Cows  j 

Calves 

{ Sheep 
and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

j 

Horses  ! 

1 

1 
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Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  v/ith 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 
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ANNUAL  RS.PORT  OF  THS  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  ,.IiEALTji 
IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  JJL6j. 

FOR  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  CHATTERIS 
IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

FACTORIES  ACTS.  1937  - 1939 

Prescribed  Particulars  of  the  Administration 
of  tKo  F :-C tor i o s ' Ac t 

PART  i OF  THE  ACT 


i - INSPECTIONS  for  pi^irpose  of  provisions  as  to  Health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspector) 


Premises 


actories  in  which  Secs 
y2;5rU.and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Author  its^ 


j Factories  not  included 
i above  in  which  Sec.  7 
! is  erh'orced  by  the 


iOcal  Authority 


Other  premises  in  which 
Sec.  7 is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority 
( excluding  out -worker s ’ 
premises) 


Numb  er 
on 


Number  of 


Register  Inspections 


4 


18 


41 


60 


Written  Occupiers} 
notices  prosecute4 


t ■ 


Total 


22 


201 


2 - Cases  in  v/hich  DEFECTS  v/ere  found 


Numb  er 

of  cases  in  which  defects  rouna 

^“ITilmbeT 

of  cases 
in  which 
prose- 
cutions 

were 

insti- 

tuted 

t 

‘ 

i 

i 

1 

j 

Referred 

: Particulars 

. 

Found  ! 

i 

Remedied 

to  HcMo 
Inspector 

by  H.Mo 
Inspector 

• I 

i 7/ant  of 

cleanliness 

j 

6 

6 

- 

- 

- 

0 ver  cr  owding 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 
: temperatinre 

- 

- 
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- 

- 

i 

! ventilation 

1 _ 

I 

. Ineffective 
; drainage  of 
; fleers 

i ^ 

1 

L — - - -- 
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» — . 

i 

I 

I 

i 
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2 - Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  (continued) 


“ ™ “ '\ 

i 

j 

Number 

of  cases  in  which  defects  found 

Number 

Referred 

of  cases 
in  which 

Particul ars 

Found 

Remedied 

to  H.Mc 
Inspector 



by  HJJo 
Inspector 

prose- 

cutions 

were 

insti- 

tuted 

1 Sanitary 

1 Conveniences 

a)  Insufficient 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

h)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

3 

3 

_ 

j c)  Not  separate 

1 for  sexes 

Other  defects 
against  the  Act 
i (not  including 
j offences  relating 
j to  out -work) 

: Total 

k 

10 

10 

- 

- 

- 

FAP.T  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
OUT -WORK 

(sections  110  and  111) 
NIL  RETURN 


■ i>  {,  1 

Signature 

tl  i l 

Medical  Officer 
of  Health 


Date 


23rd  July  5 1962 
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